
 
 
 

 
 
June 11, 2020 
 
Honorable Dr. Francis Collins 
Director 
National Institutes of Health 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
 
 
RE:   African American Participation in the COVID-19 Clinical Trials 
 
THRU: 
 
African Methodist Episcopal Church                                     
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church                             
American Baptist Churches, USA                                          
Berean Missionary Baptist Association, Inc.                         
Bible Way Church Worldwide, Inc.                                      
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church                                               
Church of God in Christ                                                                     
Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship International                        
Greater Mount Calvary Holy Church                                     
House of God                                                                         
International Bible Way Church of Jesus Christ                                
International Council of Community Churches                                 
Mt. Calvary Holy Church of America                                                
Mount Sinai Holy Church of America, Inc.                            
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.                                             
National Baptist Convention of America International, Inc.   
National Council of Churches                                                            
National Primitive Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.                            
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc.                             
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.                                   
The Potter’s House Church                                                    
The Union of Black Episcopalian 



 
 
Dear Dr. Collins, 
 
As you well know, COVID-19 has devastated the African American community. We wanted you to 
also know that we are not sitting idly by and doing nothing. The National Black Church Initiative 
(NBCI), a coalition of 34,000 churches representing 27.7 million African Americans are joining with 
over 150,000 faith communities across the country promoting African Americans in clinical trials. 
  
We want you and NIH to know that NBCI National Clinical Strategy is ready to work with your staff 
to  make should African American is duly represented in all clinical trials dealing with COVID-19 
therapies and vaccinates. We are sending a copy of this letter to Vice President Office, White House 
Office of the Chief of Staff through the White House of Public Liaison and Diversity concerning your 
response. We have also spoken to Sen. Mark Warner's office about this matter. 
  
We have a moral right to be a part of all  COVID-19 clinical trials given the fact that African 
Americans are the majority of victims. To date, CDC, HHS nor NIH do not have a systematical 
COVID-19 program in our community working to prevent and contain the coronavirus. 
  
NBCI has been promoting African American for the past twenty years. We are currently working with 
both Pharma and  BIO. Dr. Evelyn Lewis is my chief clinical consultant on this project. 
  
The National Black Church Initiative (NBCI) is a coalition of 34,000 African American and Latino 
Churches working to eradicate racial disparities in healthcare, technology, education, housing, and the 
environment. NBCI’s mission is to provide critical wellness information to all of its members, 
congregants, Churches, and the public. Our methodology is utilizing faith and sound health science.  
  
NBCI’s purpose is to partner with major organizations and officials whose main mission is to reduce 
racial disparities in the variety of areas cited above. NBCI offers faith-based, out-of-the-box, and 
cutting-edge solutions to stubborn economic and social issues. NBCI’s programs are governed by 
credible statistical analysis, science-based strategies and techniques, and methods that work. 
  
We are requesting an opportunity to meeting with you and your staff to talk about how to enroll African 
Americans into those clinical tails. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
The Right Most Rev. Anthony Evans 

President 

 



 

CC: 

Vice President Mike Pence 
White House 
Head of the COVID-19 Presidential Taskforce 
 
Dr. Anthony Fucci 
White House 
COVID-19 Presidential Taskforce 
 
Mr. Mark Meadows 
White House Chief of Staff 
White House 
Washington, DC 
 
Senator Mark Warner 
Virginia 
 
Hon. Rep. Karen Bass 
Chairwoman  
Congressional Black Caucus  
 
Honorable Alex Azar 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
330 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Hon. Rep. Jim Clyburn 
South Carolina 
Head of The House of Representative COVID-19 Committee 
 
Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Office of the Director 
Center for Disease Control 
1600 Clifton Road 
Mail Stop D-03 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
The Honorable William Barr 
United States Attorney General 
U.S. Department Of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 



  



 



 
 
 



 
 
 
  



 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 


